364 


PROGRESS OE MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Result of Conservative Operations on the Adnexa.— Barone (Arch, 
di ost. e gin.; Zentralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 1905, No. 9) contends 
strongly in favor of the conservative treatment of all except malignant, 
tubercular, or purulent tubes and ovaries, since the mortality is so low 
and the curability was 87 per cent, in his hands. Menstruation per¬ 
sisted in 97 per cent., and pregnancy occurred in 12 per cent. The 
writer is also a firm believer in the efficacy of organotherapy in cases of 
amenorrhoea from chlorosis. 

[The candid observer, while admitting the propriety of adopting con¬ 
servative methods in the surgery of the adnexa, can hardly be as hopeful 
as the writer. Certainly, the combined experience of abdominal sur¬ 
geons is opposed to the brilliant results reported by him.—H. C. C.] 
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School Examination from an Ocular and Hygienic Standpoint.— 

Greef (Cent. f. prak. Augenh., February, 1905) reports the results 
of such examinations made in the higher schools of Berlin upon the 
initiative of the Minister of Public Instruction. Of 1437 pupils, follicles 
were found in the conjunctiva in 299, or 21 per cent. In one school the 
percentage was even as high as 31. According to the views of those 
who believe in the identity of follicular conjunctivitis and trachoma, 
these schools must be the seat of a flourishing epidemic of trachoma. 
Greef, however, is of the opinion that these follicles are not only to be 
sharply distinguished from trachoma and are capable clinically of being 
so distinguished, but that they do not even constitute a well-marked 
disease form. Such cases are found in schools everywhere and at all 
times and generally give rise to no complaints. 

As regards the prevalence of myopia, all of the three higher schools 
examined showed about the same conditions, beginning with 15 per 
cent, in the lowest classes and reaching something less than 40 per 
cent, in the highest. Two of the schools presented the singular fact 
of a decrease in the number of myopes in going from the lowest to the 
next class. This inexplicable circumstance has been observed several 
times before. 


Binocular Hemorrhages into the Vitreous. — Fejer, Bupapest (Cen- 
tralbl. f. Augenh., January, 1905), reports the case of a man, aged 
thirty-three years, who suffered rapid loss of sight from hemorrhage 
into the vitreous of both eyes, leaving only light projection. The sub- 
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ject was probably affected with lues, having been cured of an affection 
of the mouth eight years before by mercurial inunctions, although no 
present evidence of the disease could be found, unless a large number 
of lymphatic glands in the neck could be regarded as such. There was 
no evidence of disease elsewhere. The vitreous of both eyes was so full 
of opacities that no red reflex could be obtained. Hemorrhages re¬ 
occurred, which could be seen by focal illumination and even ordinary 
daylight. The treatment consisted of subconjunctival injections of a 
2 per cent, solution of sodium chloride (painless under acoin), iodide of 
potash, and mercurial inunctions, and subsequently pilocarpine sub¬ 
cutaneously. No improvement resulted. 

The author thinks there is no doubt that the etiological factor is to be 
sought in the diseased glands. But whether the hypertrophy was due 
to lues or scrofula could not be determined'with certainty. 

Hemorrhages into the vitreous are quite common, and are usually 
caused by traumatism. Of constitutional diseases, tuberculosis, per¬ 
nicious anaemia, lues, and malaria are those which cause such changes in 
the vessels as to render their walls brittle. Disturbances of the general 
circulation also predispose to recurring hemorrhages of the vitreous. 
In such cases, Friedenwald and Fehr have demonstrated disease of the 
retinal veins; the former has observed perivasculitis with the ophthal¬ 
moscope; the latter has noted with the microscope thickening of the 
vessels, partial narrowing of the same through hyaline degeneration, 
and in places even entire obliteration. Some authors consider hered¬ 
itary syphilis to be the cause of these changes. 

Recurring hemorrhage of the retina and vitreous usually occurs, in 
youthful subjects between fifteen and twenty years of age. They are 
rare in older persons. The general organism frequently presents no 
pathological alterations elsewhere, the subjects being in apparently 
good health. The hemorrhage occurs first in the retina, later in the 
vitreous, is gradually absorbed, to be followed by a sudden recurrence. 
The prognosis is usually bad, leading to detachment and atrophy of the 
retina and vitreous. 


Lymphoma Conjunctivitis (Parinaud’s Infectious Conjunctivitis).— 

Goldzieher, Budapest ( Centrulbl. f. Aug., January, 1905), described 
a case of this disease in 1882 as lymphadenitis conjunctivee; this was 
probably the first case of this affection reported; Parinaud’s first 3 cases 
were not made public until 1889. 

The characteristic mark of this disease is the development of large 
lymphomata in the cervical region, coincident with an extensive pro¬ 
liferation of granular and follicular structures in the conjunctiva of the 
same side, accompanied by a greater or less degree of inflammation, with 
chemosis and decided oedematous swelling of the lids. The affection, 
which appears to be very rare, may be easily mistaken for the granular 
form of trachoma, or perhaps tuberculosis of the conjunctiva. It is, 
however, an affection sui generis. 

The disease is rapidly curable by surgical intervention (extirpation of 
the larger nodules with scissors, the smaller with galvanocautery). The 
expectant method (iodoform, astringents) is also frequently successful. 
Caustics are not to be employed. Tne internal administration of arsenic 
is followed by the rapid disappearance of the enlarged cervical glands; 
the latter rarely terminate in abscess. 



